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Rock Piece 
Pauline Oliveros 
© 1989 Deep Listening Publications 
All rights reserved – Member of ASCAP 
156 Hunter Street Kingston, NY 12401 (914) 338-5984 Telex MCI 650 330 1698 
Each participant chooses a pair of resonant rocks to use as percussive 
instruments. After listening for environmental pulses each participant establishes 
an independent pulse with the rocks. The pulse is to be maintained steadily 
without any rhythmic interpretation or accents. While listening to the overall 
sound, if the participant perceives that s/he is synchronizing exactly, or in a 
simple multiple or division by 2 or 3 of another participant's pulse, s/he stops in 
order to listen and begin a new pulse which is independent in rate from all other 
pulses.   
To begin the participants may be dispersed throughout the performance area. 
Each participant begins independently, or on some agreed upon cue.  The 
participants move slowly and freely, sounding out the environment in all 
directions with their rock pulses listening for each other and for echoes.  
Participants may end independently, or on cue by gradually converging into a 
tight circle for the ending. Rock Piece might begin and remain out-of-doors, or 
move indoors. Conversesly, Rock Piece might begin in a tight circle indoors and 
move out-of-doors with the participants gradually dispersing until the pulses 
can no longer be heard. 
August 16, 1979 
Lenox, MA 
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��2p�nX��G��µ  N�E�µ r5�E�£XpUµ �WDµ 5�E2�WXpUµ 6®=gG�µ XpBY¤YB¡2mm®�µ U�2B¡2km®µ_rXpµ W2pB��µ ,WGpµ �gr¨g®µ
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2�n�µ �tª�B�µ :Ep�G�µ 2pBµ nr¥Eµ #qµ �gr¨g¯�µ "Yq2mm®µ ns¤Eµ 5u9cµ �rµ �WGµ pr�n2gµ �[±EBµ :\�6gF�µ ¨X�Wµ
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�rµ �XUW��W2pBµ 2pBµ spµ �rµ �WEµ pD�µ }D��tpµ 2�µ �¡\=eg®µ2�µ ~t��Y5gE�µ -WDµ 2=�Xrpµ �Wr¡gBµ 5E6rnDµ �rµ
�¡X6dµ �W2�µ $�µ W2}}Gp�µ 2�µ 2µ �ETlD�µ 5ENr�Eµ �WEµ }D��rpµ W2�µ �\nGµ �rµ ;rp�>Xt¡�g®µ BX�G6�µ �WEµ ��¡EG³G�µ
+\n¡g�2pDr¡�g®µ ¨X�Wµ �WHµ ��¡DG´E
µ D2=Wµ }G��spµn¡��µ �Ws¡�µ ����� -W��µ �Wt¡�µ n¡��µ AtnDµ ¡}µ N�tnµ
�WEµ 6Ep�E�µ rPµ�WGµ 5sB®µ ��tnG¨WD�Eµ 2µ g\��gGµ 5Egs¨µ �WGµ p2£Ig�µ 5EQt�Eµ ~2��\pUµ �W�{¡UWµ �WGµ �W�t2��µ
-WE�Dµ n¡��µ 5Gµ =rn~gD�Eµ 25Bsn\p2gµ �¡}}r��µ Nr�µ �WGµ £r\6D�µ 0WGpµ �WEµ S^��µ >®:gGµ X�µ :rn}gE�E�µ �WDµ
��3onj� E�µ ¨2X��µ Nr�µ 2µ grpUµ �XnGµ �rµ 5EUXpµ �WGµ pE«�µ ?®@gE�µ 0WGpµ �WDµ �E29�Xtpµ �\nGµ 2�t¡pBµ �WDµ
6X�=gEµ W3�µ 5E6rnGµ E��GnDg®µ �Wy���µ �WEµ ��2p�n\��E�µ n2dG�µ �WJµ =®:gE�µ 5EVXpµ 6ks�E�µ 2pBµ 6gt�G�µ
�zUD�WE�µ ¡p�Zgµ��pE¨µ ��2p�nX��Xrpµ=rXp:\BE�µ©\�Wµ�WDµ DpBµ tNµ2µ :®6gE�µ �WDpµ 9rp�\p¡Eµ ��®\pUµ�rµ�}GKBµ
¡}µ �WEµ �G2:�Xrpµ �\nE�µ %Nµ 2��Ep�Xrpµ 2pBµ 2¨3�EpD��µ v�Dµn2Xp�2XpEB�µ �WDµ :X�:gDµ BE}DpBXpUµrpµ \��µ �X³Gµ
�Wr¡gBµ5Eµ �Wt¡�XpUµ 2gnr��µ �Xn¡g�2pDs¡�g1�µ

.2�X2�\rp��µ ��� )G¦E��Eµ �WDµ B\�G6�Xrpµ rNµ �WGµ }¡g�Eµ ¡�]pUµ �WDµ gEQ�µ W2pBµ �rµ ��2��nk�µ 2pBµ
�WEµ �\UW�µ W2pBµ �rµ �D=EX§D�µ

��� *E£D��Eµ �WGµ BX�D:�Xrpµ tQµ E2=Wµ ;®=gE�µ
��� !2;Wµ }E��spµ ?Wrr�G�µ ¨WX6WµBY�E6�Xrpµ �rµ �EpBµ �WEµ }¡g�L�µ -WGµ ��2q�nX��G�µ

=rp�Xp¡J�µ �rµ 6tp��rgµ �WDµ 5DUXppXpUµ 3pBµ GpBXpUµ sRµvµ 6®6gD�µ
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The Tuning Meditation  
 Inhale deeply;  

exhale on the note of your choice;  

listen to the sounds around you, and match your next note to one of 
them;  

on your next breath make a note no one else is making;  

repeat.  

(Call it listening out loud.) 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